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USS RICHARD E. KRRUS (DD~849)

COMMAND HRISTORY 1973

Cormand Ozganization

e

Commanding Officers and dates of command.

USS RICHARD E. KRAUS (DD-349) was commanded by Cowmandey Chaxles
Edward ERILAND, U.S. Havy, [N 1110, until 19 Ostober 1973
at vhich time he was relisved in due course by Commandar Petsz
Clauvson PETERSON, U.S. d¥avy, _’11100

Misgions and functioms of the ship.

Primary aad secondavy mission areas of the ship remained unchanged
in 1973. Primary avess are mobility, coumand & conirol, anti-air
wvarfare, anti-submarine warfare, andé surfece waxlfarz. Secondazy
areas &re spacial warfara, Flset Suppor: Operations. aznd non=¢ombat
cperations. These areas are discusesd further in OPNAVINST C3501,2B.
The function of the ship was altered in 1973 by its dasignation as
ons of four Atlantic Flest "surwveillancs asset” ships s discusced
in Paxrts ZI and IV of this zeport. This function iz in the wmission
arsa of gpacial warfars.

Composition of the Comwmand.

The ahip’s adninistrative orgenimacion ig baaed o OPNAV 1G6/P77.
DD~710 Class Ship Manning Documant, and is a3 follows:

Comnanding Officex
Enecutive Officas
Engineering Departmenl
Machinery Division (M)
Boilex Division (B}
Rapair and Domeaga Contwol Division (R}
Opzrationz Depazitmpant
Administrative and Navigation Division {(OX
Conounicaticns Divisdon {OC)

Blgetrie Maintenance NDivision (OE)
Indoctrination Division (I) COMBAT INFORMATION DIVISIONW

~
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Indoctrination Division was instituted as directsd by Chief of Haval
Operations. Its purposs is to provide familiarization in shipboazd
organization and proceduxes and to conduct administrative processing
of all nmewly essigned personnel veporting aboard for duky. In
addition, carosr counseling is a fumction performed by I Division
personnel. Bvccutive 0fficer, Department Hesad, and Division Cfficer
agsionwents are listed in Part V of this veport. A Signals Intelli-
gence Direct Supcort Element is embaxked as requirsd when the ship
verforne its fuunctions as a suzvelllance vmit., It normally consists
of one officar, one chief peity officer, and an aversge of sixteen
other enlisted personnel. The datachment assunes status as an
addicional division uwader the ship's cpsrations officex.

Eomenoxt and Chalim of Cozmand.

The ship ic homeporied al U.8. Haval Dasa, Charleston, South Caxelina,
cealonad ¢o Destroyex Sguadyeon Six. Cruiser-Destroyer Forece U.S.
Atlantic Flaat, and U.3. Second Flaast.

Sumraxy of Oparations




A. CHRONOLOGY

USS RICHARD E. KRAUS (DD-849)

CHRONOLOGLCAL SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS 1 JANUARY 1973 THROUGH 31 DECEMBER 1973

1 JIANUBRY.

sty

2 JANUARY.

8 JANUARY.

30 JANUARY.

et e

12 JRNUARY.

13 SANUDRY.

14 JANUARY.

15 JRNUARY.

16 JANURRY,

17 JANUARY,
0 JANUARE.

St APt el it

?1 Jm,zm il

Undez cperational contzol of U.S. Pacific Fleelb enroute from
Naval Gunfire Support COperations in vicinity of South Viet Nam
central highlends {"Point Gwen") to ANZUXK Naval Base, Singapors
for upkeep and crew rest.

Moored at Singapore.

RADM J. &. KERN, Commander Cruiser-Dsatroyey Force, U.S. Seventh
Fleet, tourad the ship and addressed the crew concerning Ffuture
operations.

Underway from Singapore enroute to Naval Gunfire duties ("Opora-
tion Linebacker") in vicinity of Hon Me Island, North Viet Nam.
Crossed the equator at 105%06.0' East Longitude., Neo cexemony
held due to ship’s opexations.

Replenished fuel f&em»USS TOLGVONA {(AC-G4).

Conducted high speed night firing missions on North Viet Nam
coaztal targets in company with USS CDCHRARE {(DDE~21) and USS
TURNER J0Y (DPD-951}.

|
Replenighed fuel from USHS TALUGA (T-20-52), ammunition £rom
UsS FLINT (BAE-32), and provigions from USS NIAGRA FALLS (AFS-3).
Conducted hich speed night firing missions on lNoxth Viet Nam
cocastal tavgets in company with USS COCHRAME (DDG~-21) and uUSS
TURMER JOY (DD-951). Reocoxded receipt of 126 rounds of hostile
fire from medium caliber guns ashore.

A1l sheliing of North Viet Nam (above the 17th parallel) ceased
by oxder of the President.

Departed viecinity of Hon Me Island enzoute to Naval Gunfire
Support assignment in wvicinity of Demilitawized Zone, Sduth Viet
Nam ("Point Allizon"). Arxzived at destination and commended
Maval Cunfire in support of 147th Bricade of Viet Nam Maxine
Coxps.

Conducted Gunfire Support. Replenished fuel from USS PONCHATOULA

{20~-148) and ammunition from USS MT. KATMAT {(aE-16}.

Conducted Gunfixe Suppori

) . PRepleniched Tusld foow UGE. FRSSUMBSTC
(-30TY 2nd ammunition 8

foom USS MT.. FATMAL {AR-16}.

Conducted Guniire Support. Replenished ammumiticn frxom USS FLINT

({Am-32} .

arpunitlion from UES WD,
ITTE DLAINS (APS~4).




23 JENURRY.,

24 JEKUARY.

25 JENUARY.
26 JANUARY.
27 SBENUARY.

28 JRNUARY.

30 _January.

31 JANUBRY.

1 PEBRUARY.

3 FEERUARY.

4 FEBRUARY.

13 FEERUARY,

17 FEBRUARY.

21 ¥EBRURRY.

23 FEERUARY.

Conducted Gun e Support. Replenished fuel £. . USS CACAPON
(20~52) and ammmition fxom USS VESUVIUS (AE~15).

Conducited Gunfirve Support. Replenished fuel from USS PASSUMPSIC
(r0~107) and ammunition from USS MT. KATMAL (AE-16). Captain C.
D. LILLY, USN, Commander Destroyer Squadron 35, toured the ship
and met with the ship’s Human Relations Council as part of the
fleet-wide human relations improvement program. Received one
round of hostile fire from medium caliber gums ashore.

Conducted Gunfire Support. Replenished ammunition from USS MT.
HOOD (BE-29).

Conducted gunfire support. Replenished fuel from USS PASSUMPSIC
{A0~107) and ammmition f£rom USS VESUVIDS (AE-15).

Conducted gunfire support. Replenished ammunition from USS
VESUVIUS (AE-15).

At 0800 local time an internationally supervised cease fire took
effect throughout Vietnam. KRAUS' guns came to vest after firing
5677 projectiles during January 1973, and firing 10,077 rounds
in combat gince her arrival in 7th Fleet in December, 1972.
Replenished ammnition from USS MT. HOOD (AE-29). Remained in
vicinity of coaszt at "Point Allison®.

Departed “Point Allison" emvoute to Subic Day, Republic of the
Philippines, for upkeep and crew rest. Replenished fuel from
USS PONCHATOULR (20-148) and provigions from USS SAN JOSE (AFS~7).

Obgerved belated "Crossing the Line" ceremony as required by
custom with vespect to Equator crossing of 10 Jammary 73.

Moored U. 8. Naval Basae, Subic Bay.

Underway from Subic Bay, enroute to Kaohsiung, Taiwan, for ship
waintenance and orew rest.

Moored alongside USS BRYCE CANYON (AD-3€) at Kaohsiung.

Underway from Kachsiung enroute to Taiwan Stralts and Bashi Chamnel for
anti~sulmarine warfare operations (designated “Mahjong I"}) with the
Republic of China Navy. Commenced Mahjong I.

Fired cxercise anti-gvbmarine rocket (ASROC) and exevcise tube
torpedo at USS TRICGER (£8s-564). Bpoth shots afterwards judged as
effective hits by the torpedo maintenance facility. Moxred along~
gide USS BRYCE CANYON (AD-36) ai Kachsiung.

Underway f£rom Kaohsiung, enroute to Tonkin Gulf for training
exercise.

Repleniched fuel from USS MARIAS {AD-87).
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1 AUGUST.

3 AUGUST.
4 ALGUST.
:ﬁ' AUGUST.
7.?_ RUGUST .
1‘7 ZﬁT

UST‘

15 _BUGY
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16 AUGUST.

20 _AUGUST.

22 AUGUST.

24 AUGUST.

25 AUGUST.
R

At

31 BUGUST.

€

& SEPTEMBER.

L7 QUTOBER.

e s AT

‘~gSquadron 24.

Undexway from ¥Worfolk enroute to local eperatlng areas to test
and svaluate. surveillance capabliltles.(f

Departed Norfolk coperating areas enxoute Charleston.
TN iz,
M@oraﬁ‘ghazles;on.

Undervay frcm Charlestcn enroute to the Car;hhean Sea for
suxve:ll@?ce operations,

Koy Weagt, FPlorida for fuel., Undexway
GARY (DER-326) as suzveilllance ship.

Moorad at ﬁaval Station.
o relieva USS THOMAS L.

Relievad USS TEIMEAY L. 3ARY (DER-326}) on station. Asgumed gur-
veillence of Soviet and Cuban Ships including at various timss a
XRESTA II class guided missle cruiser (CLGM-289) a KANIN class
dagtrover (DDG~559), an ECHD II class submarine, an auxwiliary
Fleat oilex ama smveral patrel and auziliary crafts.

Surveillance dutiﬂs aszuned by P-3¢C zizcraft from Patiel Squadron
24. Moorved Fey West for fuel. .

Relieved P-3C aircraft of survelllance

indeyway from Hey Wast,

duties.

Replenished fuel from USS CANISTEC {20-99). Survelillance duties
assumad hy USS CANISTEO (A0-901. -

Moored Guantansmo Bay enyouhe to suxveillange oparztions.

Undeirway fyom Guantaname Bay enzoute Lo suxveillanc@ oparacions.
Believed USS (CANISTED (20-39) of survei*lance ﬁutles.
:uel From USS CAWNISTEC (R0D-89).

Heplenished

 Eelieved of surveillance duties by P-3C aircraft fxom Patrol
Moored Guantanamd Bay for repairz and to stand ready
for surveillance duties. .

Perminated survelllance operationg at order of Commender Second

Fieet, Underway enxoute to Charleston.
9 SEPTEMBER. Moorxad at Naval Base, Charleston, for maintenance. Debarked Sig
'+ Int DSE and txgpsferrea 0ICS ven to USS BORDEION (DD-8B821).
2 OCTOBER. Commenced 5 month restricted availability for ship repairs and

alterations, conversion of fuel system from Nevy Standard Fuel 0il

(MSFO} €0 Wavy Digtillate (ND}, and installation of experimental
“INEEDY sewage disposal systam. -

ship's nnel iluspecticon arnd gwards cereweny attended by all
hands. reciplents listed im Paoxt III.D. of this report.
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19 CUTOBER. CDR Peter C. PETERSON, USN, relieved CDR Charles E. HEILAND as
Commanding Officex, USS RICHARD E. RRAUS {(DD~849j.

31 _DECEMBER. inporxt Charleston. Persoanel fxom Consolidated Sexvices Inc.,
Chenical Applicaticns, Inc., varicus fleet support commands, and
ghip's force contlnue the scheduled work of xepaixs, alterations,
and maintenancs. - =




II. B. HARRATIVE
USS RICHARD E. KRAUS (DD-849)
NARRATIVE OF OPERATIONS 1 JANUARY 1973 < 31 DECEMBER 1973. .

At the beginning of the new year 1972, the USS RICHARD E. KRAUS (DD-849) was
steaning southward through the South China Sea to Singapoxe, detached from hex
Viet Nem Centxal Highlands gunfire support duties and enrocute to a period of
neceszary maintenance. The crew was recovering from nineteen continuous days

of "port-and-starbecaxd" Condition IT watch routine and one ox twe "all hands”
replenicshmant evolutions each day. Her five-inch guns had fired 4400 rounds of
high explosive, white phosphorus, and night illumination shells at targets up

to eignt miles inland in support of units of the Army of the Republic of Viet
Nam. The cwvew tock pride in the Vietnamese Gallantxy Crosses recently presented
by Brigadier General NEU?, Commander, Szcond A.R.V.N. Division, to certain crew
merbers for the ship®s role in inflicting heavy losszes to enemy Norxrth Viet Nam
Axny Troops on the nights of 16 and 17 December 1972. Perhaps 2 greatexr tribute
to the ghip's teamwoxrk and preparation had been the numercus specific requests
from air and ground spotters to work wiih RICHARD BE. KRAUS in their “call forxr
firs" missgions., The crew alsc recalled a nctable first in the 26 DECEMBER night
landing of & HU~1E Azxmy helicopter on the shipfs flight deck ©d receaive a medical
evacuee with acute appandicitis. When the helicopter winch and litter baskel
would not opexate preperly, the datermined pilot sat the hele'z full weight down
on the ship'e flight deck, despite the theory that clearance and weight restrictions
would not ailow it. Boiler Technician Third Class I .2: then dis-
patched to Danang Air Base where he received full medical services within hours.

It wae in this environment that the RICHARD E. KRAUS and her crew began the new
year. ‘The ship wes far from her Charieston, South Carolira, homepori. HNormally
a unit of the U.S. Rtlantic Fleet, she was on temporary duty with the Seventh
Fleet, helping to £ill an urgent need for gunships in the heavy North Viet Nam
offenzive in South East Asia. Recause of her 27 years of age and her shoxt
notice of =zailing for distant waters, she was much in need of repairs. There
had heen 26 days to get ready and although the ingenuity and hard work of the
enginesxs had put the RICHARD E. KRAUS through all her commitments thus far
with flyving colors; by 1 January 1973, a fuel ocil sexvice pump, main feed hooster
pump, the Underwatey Speed Log, an auxilliary circulating pump contreller, feed
water salinity indicators, one AN/URT-23 Radio Transmitter Seit, the alx search
radar, some electronic countermeasures equipment, and & radaxr xepeater were all
out of commission. Alsc serxicus was the inability to cross-connect the main
gteam supply due to zuptured flenges in the high~pressuxe steam piping.

Arriving in Singapore on 2
plant and, with the help of
and tie Havy
ghip s voe engineers.  Tim

oy Zealand,

found to enjoy the s bie company of
dom naval personnel. the ship's hosts
ingapore, Rear Admizal J. S. KERN,

. Sevenith Fiesei, came aboard for a dayes
3 cn the anvw-confivmed rumors
~ed night attacks

aren of Noxth

Viatnam.
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The ship's preparations ccompleted, she sailed from Singapore on 10 Januaxry
enroute ©0 a staging area near Hon Me Island, Horth Viet Nam. There was time
for a 40 mile detour southwaxd to cross that nauvtical milestone, the Eguator.
Pressing commitmenis prevented a ceremonious Shellback Dav, but the ocecasion
was noted for future reference.

Arriving on station, the.ship refueled and reported for duty with USS COCHRANE
{(DDG-21) and USS TURNER JOY (DD-951) on 13 January. The first night of well-
planned and precisgely executed firing runs did not meet the expectations of most,
as our units received but light counterbattery activity. On the night of

i4 January, however, 126 rounds of wecorded cocunterbattery fire from guns of 5"
and larvger ashore prompted the engineers to coax 336 RPM from their shafts for
the reguired 31.5 knot postfiring leg of the attack plan. Four gun salvoes from
the ghip's cuns were firved at a rate of every four secconds to place up to 80
rounds on some of the designated targets. General Quarters all night was followed
by veplenishments of projectiles, powder cartridges, and Navy Standard Fuel Qil
during dayiight hours. After two nicghts of intemse action, Linebacker runs were
halted for RICHARD E. XKRAUS as all bombing and shelling above Latitude 17 North
was ceasaed by the ordexr of the President. On 16 January the ship steered south-
ward o hexr new assignment as qunfire suppert ship offshore just below the well-~
known Denilitarizmed Zomne, code nawme "Point Allison". There the 147th Brigade of
the Republic of Viet Nam Marire Corps wag mounting a coordinated offensgive to
drive hostile troops northward.

Scme 20 U.S. ships supported this offensive drive, delivering their shells on
target as directed by U.S. air and ground spotters, RICHARD E. KRAUS agsumed
her role within pours after arrival when, during one of her first missions, she
fired 520 vounds -in eight hours and twenty minutes - an average cf one round
every 58 seconds . for the peried. Thiz set the tempo for fortheoming daye of
maintaining high rates of fire day and night, resuwlting in credit for destruc-
tion of surface~to-air missile sites, active artillery sites, troop positions,
and storage areas. - Rouwbing activity was heavy further inland, and the explosion
of the payload from-a B~52 bomber would light the sky with fire and shake the
ship even at ranges in excess of 20 miles. Replenishments were necessary daily
for fuel and ammunitign, and a system evolved whereby the ships returning from
replenighments would assume the dutles and the station of the ship next in line
for oil and bL¢1e%s Counterbattery activity was sporadic, but on occasions
effective, as whep~USS PREBLE (DL.G-15)} assumed station for the RICHARD E. KRAUS
and shoxtliy thersafiter received an air burst from ashore which heavily damaged
her mast and antennas, rendering hey radar inoperative. On other occasions
splashes from three to four rounds would walk toward the RICHARD ®. XKRAUS as she
manuevered te avoid being hit. 2n average of three to four hundred rounds per
day weze fired by the RICHARD E. ¥RAUS at Point Allison. The Gumner's Mates
worked zound the clock to maintain the 5"/38 Twin Mounts, and as their reward it
is noted that only a very few ships could match theixr racord of never cnce having
a firing mission delayved or missed for any reason throughout the deployment. ©On
24 Janvary, the RICHARD E. RBAUS was relieved of firing dueties briefly to ze-
ceive on board Captain €. D. LILLY, U8¥, Comnander DRestrover Sguadron 35, who
toured the chip and mei with the ship's Human Relations Council as part of the
F‘eetmﬁlqe uman relations improvens: program, Upon return o firing stetion
captly received one shore fire ag a welcoms. In the midet
’r_ng activity, it rd Lo realize that th old of
from Southeast s0 near, yet on 28 Jav at 0800

5 ration of an
ed a return
ntiful sun-
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Two ﬂ:v~ later, the ship was detached fxom its "stand-by” status at "Point
Allison™, and set a course for Subic Bay, Republic of the Philippines.
Em:oar;e: the delayved YShellback® ceremonies wexe held.

Arrviving i February, the two day stop in Subic Bay allowed fueling for the
ship and welaxation for the crxew. When the ship departed Subic Bay on 3

February, it was in the midst of prepavations for its next assignment, a -

joint anti-submarine warfare exercise with destroyers of the Republic of
China Mavy. Ths OPCV““lons Specialists, who a few days earlier were
plotting and "setting up® on coastal targets, refreshed their memories con
ASYW tactics, while the Anti-Submarine Division, fresh from gun crew and
plotting room assignments, tested their eguipment thoroughly. After a 4
February arrival in Kachsiung, Taiwan, all hands learned that the Hjoint
exercise would be designated "Mahiong I". They alsc learned that Kaohsiung
offered avarything a gunline~weary sailor could want. For nine days the
KRAUS crew enjoyed themseives to the fullest, and found the Nationalist
Chinsse to bs an pg the most strongly pro-American of our allies. On 13
February the ship set sall with other U.S. .and R.0.C. ships to the Taiwan
Straits aad Bashm Channei for what proved to be a thoroughly worthwhile
exorcise., LT _; USN, RICHARD BE. KRAUS Enginsering Officer,
obaserved and perticipated in the exevcise aboard the RCS ANYANG (DD~18),
while LT(IG} CHANG of the Republic of China Navy was aboaxd the RICHARD E.
KRAUS, participating in watches and ASW tactics. The exevcise units wvere
USE PARSONS {DDG~33), USS O'CALYAHAH (DE-1051), USS R. E. KRAUS (DD-849),
UGS TRIGGER {88~564), R(S ANYANG (Dn~18), RCS SHING YANG (pD-~9}, and RCS
KURY ¥ang (Db-8). Convoy protection tactics, barrier penctration exsrciseS,
and dual ship attacks were practicad by all units for five days. The cul-
mination of the coperation was the live firing of ASW exercise weapons.
RICHARD B. KRAUS fired one anti-submarine rocket {(ASROC) and one tube-
lzvnchied toxpedo, both of which were rxecovered and evaluated by recoxded
data as "direct hits" on ¢he submaxine TRICGER.

After the completion of the exerciza, all units returned to port and
RICHARD ¥. KRAUS enjoyed five worxe deys of her favorite Western Pacific
liberty port, Kachsiung. Two Ghep*ﬂ parties were held at the Kennedy

Hotel ©o allow all ghip's personnal to attend. Almost without exception,
the party was attended by every crewmember.  RICHARD E. XKRAUS men and their
guests enioyed a buffet feast and the music of a live dance band.

Cn 21 February, the ship left Kachsiung for training exerxcises in Tonkin
Gulf and for 3 days conducted division manuevering tactics, replenishments,
and observed an aircraft flight formation and firepower demonstration staged
by USS ORISKANY {CVA-34). Approximately forty surface combatants cbserved
the ORISKANY show while steaming in formation in the Tonkin CGulf., The
RICHARD 7., XRAUS then departed for Hong Kong to assume duties Lhere as

Station ship.

Arviving on 26 Februaxry, the crew enjoyved liberty for five days, touring the
migue 1s and enjoying i*s nightciubs and beaches. Tha 3 March departLZe
f”Oﬁ HOong § % he I iyt £ the To“f = zo the LI&QtLC Fleet
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From Hong Kong the fizst port was Keelung, Taiwan, a brief stop for fuel on
4 March., Continuing to Yokesuka, Jagpan, the ahip spent three dave in admini~
strative procedures for checkout from the combat zone. Special equipment,
including a chaff countermeasures system, was removed .and turned in., Getting
wdexway on 10 Maxch and cressing the International Date Line on 14 Mavch
gave the crew zeal Ieslings of "heading home" after three and one half months
of combat znd deployed cperations. A brief stop at Midway Island for fuel
and it was on to Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. In Pearl Haxbor again, the two days
of liberty gave all the opportunity to see Diamond Head and the famous
keaches and hotels.

Ieaving on 20 Harch in company with the USS BLAWDY {DD-943), USS PAUL (DE~1080)},

and USS BORDELOI {DD-881), the ship took station in the small formation
headed fox the Panana Canal. The USS ASHTABULA {(A0-31) extended the short
legs of the destroyerg, meking rendeveus oIf the cosst of Westexn Mexico and
fueling them, thefeby saving an additional poxrt stop. The night of 1 April
was spent in port at Rodwman, Canal Zone, and at first licght, the RICHAED E.
XRAUS commenced a scenic and relaxing ansit of the Panama Canal. Upon com-
pletion of moving through the locks, she was in her home waters agaln and was
cnce more under oparational control of U,8. Atlantic Fleet. She and her
sister ship BORDEION arrived howe in Charleston, Scuth Carnlina, on 5 April
having been absent five months.

.

LT

-

A 30-day post-deployment stand-down coummenced immediately end every man in
the crew was afforded an opportunity for two weeke leave. This pericd passed
all <oo quickly, and, beginning 5 May, RICHARD E. XRAUS was subjected to a
brisk routine of inport maintensnce, training, and inspections. On 8 June
Captain J. ¥, BELL, Commander Dastroyer Squadron SIX and his staff were em-
barked. They remained aboard while the ship underwent a thorough testing

by the Board of Imspection and Survey. She INSURV Board was the first con-
wenad on the KRAUS in seven yvears. They found many discrepancies of material
condition which belied the ship's 27 years and its recent exhausting opera-
tions, but ultimately found the ship fit for further serxrvice. . Their in-
spection lasted from 13 through 15 Juna. On 25 June Commodore BELL and his
staff depaxtad,

On 258 July, after thres months inpoxt routins, RICHARD E. KRAUS left for
NMorfollk to outfit for anew dutlies in the realm of visual and electronic
surveillance. With the decommissioning of the last of the Key West homese
povted active Radar Picket Escorit Ships, a new concept of surveillance
opezztions wag being inltisted. It consisted of a mobile van filled with
sopisticated electyonic eguipment and operator positions. Called the 0ICS
Van (for Operational Intelligence Collection System Van), this “box" of
2048X8 feet dimensions is zecured on the ships former desh deck and connacted
to ghips powysr and communications systems. - It is staffed by a Signals In-
telligence Dlrect Support Elemant composed of ong officey, one chief petty
officer. and 16 other enlisted persconnel Thres cther ships were designated
to have the capability to receive and use the They were the USS BORDELON
{DD-881), USS SARSFIZLD (D237, and 1S {887} . Intentions
ware Lo have two of tha ; receive and use
the van az opsrat! 8 was first to

test the

3w
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for o days, the ship was now ready to | uce her new sysiem. Her first assign-
spced lmmediztely in the Cawzibbean, for which area she departed on
o condunt survelllance of Scviet .and Cuban warships.

TEHE TEOMLS J. GRRY (DER-326), she conducted surveillance of

ships wi Maas Himas inciuded 2 Soviet Kyesta II class guided missile
cruissy (CTEM=202), a Soviet Kaaln class destroyer (DDG-555), 2 Soviet Echo
IX class ﬂfbm1:1an, a Soviet auxiliary fleet oiler (KURSK), sevexal Cuban
patrol oza and o Soviet flest tuw. The presence of the Soviet forees in
the Carib + waters was apparently for a training mission with goodwill
visits to uban fzieaﬁg, and an opportunity to “"show their fiag" in
wateys from their home. On 10 2ugust, when RICHRRD £. KRMUS relieved
THOMAS 3‘ GARY, sha commenced a routine she would continue intermittently

3

for 23 &*3 . The duties consisted of "ghadowing®™ the KRESTA II cruiserx

of from 3 to 5 thousand vards, listening and watchiung. The sghip's
force Cpars'tons Spacialists wers voguired to record much data and submit
many reporis on the activities of the Zeveign cruiser and hex associates.
The Signals intelligence detachmant had similar duties, although they reported
to diffexent seniors than did ship's force operations.speclalists. The sur-
veillance duties tock RICHARD E. KRAUS throughout the Guif of Mexico, waters
north and south of Cuba, and eastern Caribbean waters. On occasions she would
patrol at 4 knote the waters adjacent to the harbors of Havana and Cienfuegos
waiting for the Soviets o leave pori, while at other times she would steam
at 25 knotz to confora to the movements of the crulsex. On 1B Rugust, P-3
patrol aircrafi from Patrol Sguadron 24 relieved RICHARD E. KRAUS for one day
to allow the ship to take on fuel at Naval Station, XKey West, Florida. On

20 August the USS CANISTED (A0-93) rzefueled RICHARD E. KRAUS and relleved
her on station for five days, while RICHARD E. KRAUS went into poxt at Naval
Base, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba for repailrs to her bollers and evaporators. With
these exceptions, RICHARD E. KRAUS continued surveillance duties until 31
August, when the Soviet units were well into the Atlantic Ocean on their
return transit home. Thig susveillancs duty had been remarksble for the
awrber of messages and reporis which it zeguired. The ship received appre-
ciative messzages from her operational commandex, Commander Destvoyer Squadzon
FOURTEEN, for accuvate and timely reporis. After staying frown 31 August
through 6 September in Guantanawo Bay effecting repairs and remaining on
stand~by for furiher surveillance dutiea, RICHARD E. KRAUS departed for
homeport, arriving there on 9 September. The O0ICS van was transfexred to
BORDELON and the Signals Intelligence Dixect Support Element was detached
upon arxxzival.

RICHARD E. XRAUS's next assignment was a much needed restyicted availability
for alterations and repaixs. Scheduled to last foxr five months. the work
was to be accomplished by parscnnel from ship's force, civilian contractors
(Consolidated Services, Inc. and Chemical Applications, Inc.), Chaxleston
USN Fleet Material Assistance Group, USS YELIOWSTONE (AD-27), ard Naval
Ordance Systems Support 0f£fice, Atlantic. The work ineluded conversion of
the szhip's frel system from Navy Standaxd Fuel OLil {NSFO) to Naval Distillate

{ND} Fuel; inatallation of a JERED Corpozation sewege disposal system; ze-
] #4 Boilers® ruptured tubes; vepalir of alr casings to all
At 1g of #1 ship's : 1 ammcx“tm*WﬂmMn
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After the maintenance and alteration program was in full swing, all hands

made preparaticons for some time - honcrxed ceremcnies. The. first was the
recoguition of numerous crew mesbers for their roles in the previous South
East Asia deployment. On 17 October an "all hands” personnel inspection

was held, anc the Captain presented Navy Comuendation Medals, Navy Achievement
Medals and Seventh Fleet Letters of Commendation to crewmembers whose per=-
formances had been most ouvistanding.

On 19 October, the Change of Command Cervemony wag held aboard the ship with
Commander Peter C. PETERSON, JR,, USH, relieving Commandey Charles E.
HEIZAMD, USN, as Commanding Qfficer of the USS RICHARD E. KRAULS {DD~B49} .,
The official pavty included Ceptain M. A. SMITH, USN, Commander bDestroyexr
Squadzon Four, who delivered the opening remarks, a tribute to Commander
HEILAND and a challenge to Commander PETERSON. The ceremony took place at
Piexr Q at the Cherleston Naval Station.

The complex and extensive alterations and repaivs continued, and under the
e¥pert engineering knowledge and management of Commander PETERSCN showed
steady progress. As the year of 1972 olezed the work was well on its way
to completion aend RICHARD E. KRAUS was planning foward future operating
scheduies which included Caribbean type training {Operation Springboard
1-74) and WATO Fleet Exercises (Exercizse Safe Pass).

iIn the year 1973, RICHARD E. KRAUS had, despite her growing signs of age,
proved once again the value of her class ship. The destroyermen who were
her crew had made hex perform effectively throughout every assignment she
had received - Naval Guniire Support, Anti-Submerine Warfare, and Electronic
and Viswal Surveillance.
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