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U. S. S . RICHARD E. KRAUS ( DD-849) 
FPO, NEW YORK 09501 

DD849/RNE:ln 
5750 
19 SEP 1974 

n removal of Enclosure (1) 

From: n , USS RICHARD E. KRAUS (DD 849) 
To: Director of Naval History (OP-09B9), Washington Navy Yard, 

Washington, D.C. 20390 

.J Subj: OPNAV Repory 5750-1; Command History 1973 

Ref: (a) OPNAVINST 5750. 12B 

Encl: (1) OPNAV Report 5750-1 for (DD 849) 1973 

1. In accordance with reference (a) enclos 

o7 
P. C. PETERSON 

Copy to: 
USS RICHARD E. KRAUS P.A.0. 

-
CLASSIFIED BY: USS RICHARD E. KRAUS (DD 
EXCLUDED FROM GENERAL DECLASSIFICATION 

iJSCHEDULE DECLASSIFY ON 31 DECEMBER 1985 

is submitted. 
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COMMP .. ?=.iD SISTORY !.973 

USS lUCHfil© Eu KRAUS (D0,,8<19, ~f~S c~ dad by C."o~&i:rt Cha:dee 
Edwrurcii ~zv,.,,,;i.~-og o .. s .. t1.mvy ~ 31.110" 'i.m~il 19 0:J~X" 1973 
&t ~1h.icb ~ he ~E!B reli..0ved in due oo;ase by C~da;: P0t11tll:" 
Cl uson PETER.Sa:~~ u .. s .. Mai'if'.V:i -...,ll!Oa 

P!Ci.mezy l!.:;~d a:~n~J missiori .:.reas of the rma.p irem.sined t,;nebMgecl 
in 1973. Prd.l11..~· alt'oos er:a '!l'>Ob lity, ceu~d l-i corr;:rml., amti-ai;r 
~<l.Zf ze, an~i-s~im.rine W&Zf~rr~., a.'7.e suzf~c:e wai:'~&"~ Q Seeczu:l.azy 
~eas ue ::ip1l~ial w~rf&r~~ F!1ae·i:: Suppoz·:: Opc92:e~i"'l!."..S:- end !i.W.l"'COl'M~ 
~r.!ll~ions.. '7:!llea...; ~eais at'e ~sew ssd iw:-the:r ~ 1 OPNA\i'INST CJSOl .. 28 .. 
Th.a fu"'to~io:m o!c the ship w.ts · J:terea i..~ 1913 h;f t \!S J.ssigrAt.ion as 
0!1a of four A~J..ant!.c ~ ... les~ '1suzwd.U.~llC3 rum ,t" ships m3 diseu:~sed 
in P~ ll anti !lJ of cltis :.ej;-ort. '!'11:.s fum::\zic.;n is in ~e llde3ion 
a~& o'l spa1::i&l •?.s!i:f&Ks .. 

'l':1e ahip s ~e_.~"1i • .::rc.ntiVG Oii:qEts-U:t:ai:.i~:~ is _gar ,:~ Oi'!iiJW !0/P77 ~ 
DD-'i O Claes Ship Mannillg ~iii~" and .:s as fql.il.~;a : 

~cbir?iezy Division (M) 
Boi!ez Dit"ioion {n~ 
ifi!.!poiz ~~ E~~e ~ nt~ol oi~isiou €R} 

Ac.'iministtet '."a enr.l c1a.vtg ,-::im. Divlsion (o;,~~ 
~tmics~i~ns ni~ision {OC) 
!U.Gc:~ic Maii"::·~"'r~c · J!)i7ieion (OE~ 
Xuc:.O<:t'."-.~-Ctia~ :of.,J.:l.2!iOn 00 CO}lBAT INFORMATION n_ VlSIO!i :o:r) 

C:;·-. :-~ .. ii~!~:::;.,.. r?.:,.ri .:;;.. ·1·:..~. ~ ~::::, 1"'·::;) 
r·~::or:~:·~-:(_,:. .. :J ~-::'· -.. ·j ~~: .. o~- ·~,~;::~ 
f.!~j:::) : r.~ t.·~c.::t,t~.::~: • t.::. .1 ::)i.,~ .. lo •• r-101~ 

' . ... ~... i •,J• -,i~·' I ... ~. o 
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!~~ctri:.1~~.io~ Division was !nsti~~ted ss df--.recr~J/i!ld by Chief of Naval 
Opere.\eiorn3o !~s p~r.posa is w p:t.'fYiide fami:U.m:ization in ahipbo.azd 
o:=gruu.z~~ioil ~~ct p~cceduxes and 'to contlv.c~ &:iainis~ative pzocesaing 
of rul.l ne;-lL:.~ c,si;;!g::11?c1 ps:rsonr..e1 zeponing cilios:;cc1 fer o.'iliey o Xn 
acd1t.i.onc c?!.:.'caz cow.1seHn~ is a £1.rnct.i<:m 1~ezfo:cmed by X Division 
pe:'!'so~,!elo E:r!~Uil'\fe Officer" Departtiel.'l~ Raad" and Division Oixicer 
ass.ig:.'Ul!ent.s a;;e listed in P.tlZ): V of this ~ep{)r'i:o A Sig-.1als Inulli­
gence Dizeer.-:. 8-;!ppor.: Elemerrt is e!ilbazi,ed as r:equirrad when the ehip 
psi:;'.:oxns it~ it.'!.uc~io1.1s as a su..."Yei:U~nce 'i.illi~o It no~lly consists 
of one off:icaz" o~ eh:le~ pa~ty of :::!car. e and an avezage of sil:'°Geen 
ocl.ez- e:ili::1tetl _ve.:sonnelo The d,,tacih'":1011~ css'i.llm::iS si:a'G'W:3 as an 
tlldditJ.or.&l w:.JJ.slon \3nc1e~ t...i.e ahip' s opa.ra~ioils oif!ooir. 

::o:t.3,....0:Z:'l: ~:;~d G>..Eli.~ o:: ~do __ ..,.s.,....___ - ..... _ ,_ 

S,2 s:i!!.p ic :-.c~po;:~ai a·;: U.,So I,:..::.~&! 348:!~ ~:i2l..:l0ston., So~th ~o1ina • 
.::ssign3d -;::i :}sstzo:1;3z &:[1.1.di..ro~'! Si:t~ Q:'°1..d.ee~·~~suo=tez" Pol!:ca OoSo 

A\:!.a~.Uc FL.~a·:.~ '"mol UeSo S~~n<1 Fle~~o 
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A. CHRONOLOGY 

liSS P.IC!-IARD E. KRAUS (DD-849) 

C-?R01lOLOGIC.?u. SIDfMARY OF OPE&~TIONS l JF-.NUARY 1973 THROUGH 31 DECEMBER 1973 

l J !)Nt'.~.,..'<.Y. t.inde::: ope:i:.·at!o11al control of U.S. Pacific fleet enroute from 
Naval Gu.,fiz:e Suppol.t Operations in ,.'icin.ity of South Viet Nam 
centrc:ll highle.mis ("Poi..."lt G\,1en" ) to ANZUK Naval Base, Singapore 
for upkeep and crei1 rest . 

2 .JANUARY. ¥.;cored at S:).ngapore. 

r> .:i'A."ICARY. RADM .J. S. KERN, Commai1de ,: Cruiser-Dss'i:royar Force v u. S. seventh 
~'leet, to·:.ire d the ship and adili:essea the crew concerning fU\;U:i:'e 

operations. 

3.C .:'°A.NI:~~~- Underway frOill Singapore en:route to Naval Gunfire du·l:ies ("Opsra­
t.ion Linebe.ckez-r:) :i.n vicinity of Hon Me Isla.'!dt Nor:t:,h Viet Nam. 
Czosaed the equator at 105~06.0 ' East Longitude. No ceremony 
held due to ship's operations. 

!2 ,Jil.!_:.!!~!t · Replanished iuel £2:om USS 'I'OLOVONA (A0-·61.\). 

13 Jl~J RY. Conci.ucted h igh speed !light firing minsions on North Viet Nam 
ccastal ·tazgets in comp.:w..y ~iith USS COC~fu1.NE (DDG-21) a"ld USS 
TURNER ,JOY (DD-951). 

I 

1<1 JAlJUAHY. ~plenished fuel from USNS TAt.UGA (T-AD-62), ammunition from 
USS FLINT (AE-32), and prov"i.sions rrom USS NIAGRA FJI.LLS (AFS-3). 
Conduct.ed high speed nighl f.:i. r irig missions .on North Viet Nam 
coastal ta:i:gets ia com~'lY witi'l USS COCHRANE (D00-21) and USS 
'!'!JRNE!l JOY (DD-951) • Recorded x-eceipt of 126 ~ounds of hostile 
fire fro~ mediur..1 cali.be~ guns ashore. 

15 J'.P..NUARY. All shelling cf Ho:i..·th Viet. Nant (above the 17th parallel) ceased 
by or.de:r of:. the P:cesident. 

16 JANUARY. Depa1:ted vicinity of Hon r-1e Island en.rout e to Naval Gunfire 
St.:.pport asaignne~t in vici.\lity of Demilitarized Zone. South Viet 
Nam ("Point Allison"). Arrived at desti!'.ation and corun'enced 
~laval Gt.mfi.:ce in support. of 1(1 7th Bri.gade of Viet NaI!! · l·lc2.rine 
corps. 

17 JAl.'RiARY. Conducted Gu.i,fire SL,:?por.-.::. P.eple:1ished f-uel ~rom ass PONCHATOUI..e 
!J!..0-1~8) a:.1d a.nrrm .. '.."l'lition fro;.1 USS MT. K.2\'l'UAI (AE-16 ). 

20 ~.\Rx. Col1du c.:te ,1
• Gu.nii:co. Suppo~t . P.ep le:1:i !3hed :Z"i.~ «~- · ·?:,1<~:,i · o.sr. wi.:;;svu0s:i:i:· 

~;_:) -lr) '7~ ,"'".nd a.r::.mTh, itio n ~::::om USS r1T •. Ki"'I.TI·~I '.AE-16 ;. 

(;011.dric :;e(: ~"''H'\·'=i -:· ~ St1.}:.lz 'O~:"G. 

(B- 32) . 

22 i?::-~'.EJ~~- Co:~:1· ·.:;8~1 G'.:1:.·,":J.::.: ~ ~-_1_"lp ::·c . °f',.,_ 1~.-:.'3''-:.~1 m··11c·J!:·:i;i0n :Crc:u ucs MT . 
Jl·DD :?:·~ 29; c1.:1d ~ -_·o-::.r:.'.o::- .:.:c-:;.1 ~~s ,::L•:'1:...: :.1:.J~:.:Ns {:\l:"S· · ·1) . 



23 J AJ.,mA..~Y. Gond-1.:,c·ced Gun :e St..,ppozt. Replenished fuel f. ..1 USS CACAPON 
(AO- S2} and amrm.1nition from USS VESUVIUS (AE-15). 

24 J.mmARY. Cond·ucted Gun.fire Support. Reple..11ished fuel from USS PASSUMPSIC 
(A0-107) and axrmmnition fl.--om USS MT. KATMAI (AE-16). captain c . 
D. ·Lf.LLY, USN, Commander Destroyer Squadron 35, toured the ship 
and n.~t with the ship 0 s Human Relations Council as part of the 
fleei:· ·wide hUl\1.c:m relations improvement program. Received one 
round of hostile £ire from medium caliber guns ashore. 

25 J.P.NUARY. Conduc;rted Gill'lfi.re Support:. Replenisheq ammunition from USS MT. 
HOOD (AE-29). 

26 ~ARY. Conducted gunfire support. Replenished fuel from USS PASSUMPSIC 
(A0-107} e.11d ammunition from USS VESUV!US (~.E-15). 

27 JANUARY. Conducted gunfize support. Replenished ammunition from USS 
VESUVIUS (~.E-15). 

28 JA1'iUARY. At 0800 local time an internat:f.onally supervised cease f!r~ took 
effect tr>..roughout Vietnam. I<RAUS' guns came to rest after firing 
5677 projeci:iles during January 1973, and firing 10,077 rounds 
in combat since her arrival in 7th Fleet in December, 1972. 
Repl eni shed. alll>.wni·don from USS MT. HOOD (U-29). Remainad in 
vicinity of coast at "Point. .Allisonl'J. 

30 Janua£X_. Deparj:ed "Poin.t Allison" en:route to Subic Day, Republic of the 
Philippines, for npkeep and crew rest. Replenished fuel from 
USS PONCHATOULA (A0-148) and provisions from USS SAN JOSE (AFS-7). 

31 JANUARY. Obse?Ved belated ncl:ossing die Line" ceremony as required by 
custom with respect to Equator crossing of 10 January 73 • 

.! FEBRUARY. ~.cored u. s. Naval Base, Subic Bay. 

3 FBBRlt~.R:t .. Underway from Su.hie Bay, enroute to Kaohsiung, Taiwan, for ship 
maintenance and crew rest. 

~ FEBPJJ~ Moored alongside USS BRYCE CANYON (AD-36} a'i: Kaohsiung. 

13 FEBRUARY. Underway from Kaohsiung enroute to Taiwan Straits and Bashi Channel for 
anti-submarine warfare operations (designated "Mahjong I") with the 
Republic of China Navy. COlmnenced Mahjong I. 

17 FEBRUARY. Fired exercise anti-submarine z:ocke'i:: (ASROC) and exercise tube 
torpedo at USS T!UGGER (SS-564). Both shots afterwards judged as 
effective hi:i.:s by the ·corpedo mainte11ance facili ey. Morred along­
side USS BRYCE CANYON (AD-36) at Kaohsiung. 

21 FEBRUARY. U11de:!:t·1ay from Kaohsiung, eru:ou·i:e to Tonkin Gulf for training 
exexcise. 

il.,1'EBR.UAR!.• Replenished fuel from USS MARIAS (A0--57) . 
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3 AUGUS'I'. -----
4 AUGUS'i'. 

'" .l!.UGUST. 

:1.0 ii.T'GUST. 

Untlen,ay from Norfolk enroute to local operating areas to test 
;md ~valuate·J3Urveilltmce capabi.1ities • . .1 -

Dena1:i:.ed No:.folk operating areas enroute Charleston. 
~ .~ .. ,: 

Under.·;~,, frcm chaxleston enroute to t.'he Car.i.bhean Sea for ... .... . . 
sur,eillance_ opaxations. 

_),",I 

1.,:oorE1d a'c Naval S'i:ation, Kt~y West., Florida for r12el. Unde:i::way 
tc relieve USS THOMAS L. GARY (DER-326, as surveillance ship. 

Re.1:Le-,-,:?d USS T!-?2':V..l~i r..,. G.t'\..1tY (IlER-326) on station. Assun1ad sur­
veillance of Soviet a.nd CUhan Ships including at va:dous times a 
KRES'J.'A :o: cJ.ass guided miss1e czuiser {CLGM-289) a KAN!N class 
c.estroye.J: (DDG-5-S9), an ECHO !I class submarine, an au::dliary 
Flent oiler ?.nd several pa::.rol ?-'tld au;-dliaz:.-_t. cr.afts •. . , . 

~.5 i:.UGi.JST. S'ltve:ilJ.ancc duti~s ass-..1me<l by P-JC oi-z-c rD_ft from ?at:ro1 Squadron 
24. !~zed Y..a:t 1·!es-t fo-,: fu-<?1. 

3.6 AUGUST. Under...ray f:rom Klay west. Relieved p ... 3c aircraft of s,.u:vei11ance 
duties. 

!Q. Z\J~GUST_. Replenishcc f:t-:el fJ:om US!:! C.f:JESTI:<) (PJ>-~99) • Sm.-veilla.nce duties 
z;ssu:-n~Hl hy USS Ci\NISTEO (.l\.0-99) • ....-- , ;,-

22 AUGUST. Moored G-..1ru~t.unc'.IOO Bay em:oui'.:~ to ::.mzveillance oporatio11s. 

24 A.UC:1:ST. Unde:,\:n.W f:co::.-u Guantanamo &"l.y em."Oute to sui.-veillance opare. i.:ions. 
-· .;.: _. 

25 At!GUST. Relieved USS CAiiIS'I·EO (A0-·99} of s'lV.-ve:!.llance duties. Replenished 
' , · fuel £:rom USS CAiUS'ffiO (}.0-99}. 

31 AUGUS'l'. Relieved of suz:veilJ.a.nce duties by i?-3C aircraft from Patzol 
-squadro~1 24. f.loor~d Gua.ritanamo Bay for zepairs · .nnd to stand ready 
for suz'i7ei.JJ.ance dt!t.ies. 

6 SEPl'E:'~. i'erminated suzveilla.~ca ope~ations at ordex of Cbmnu:nder. Second 
Flee~. Underway em:outa to Charleston. 

9 SEP'.l:EMBER. Moored at m.wa.1 Ea~., Chax:lestcn, for maintenance. Deba:::ked Sig 
In~ DSE a.~d tr<4,sferred OICS v~..n to USS BORilEIDN (DD-081). 

2 OC'IOOER. COlllIU$1Wed 5 n:.on~d~ z-estr:1.ctcil uv:tlla.bility for .ship repai.ra and 
alterzd;iom:, conversion or fuel system fa:om Ne.VY Stand.cu:d Fuel Oil 
(!1SFO} to l'S!avy Disti11z.tc (ND} , and :LVlst.aHation of e~erimantal 
",Tt·:Fim" se1-mg~ disposal uyut-.m1. 

]J__O :::.,'<?;~~i· :..:hii~ ~ s . ·J;~smme}. 5.:-:.Epcc'i:::i. · .:1 e.nJ. r. 1az:ds cerm,:cny attended by all 
h;;cnd...s. L· .. .:,.:.·d :.=.:cd._!:5.cmts .1.ii,s'-ecJ. .h. :?,::::t IIr.:::i. of this r.epox:t.. 



(' 

19 CCTOBE~. CDR Petei: C . PETERSON; USN, zel:I.Gved CDR Ch~les E. HEILP.ND as 
Commanding Office&", USS RICHARD E. Kfu"illS (DD-949). 

31 DECEI>IB."ill. I:!:9ozt. Cha~leston. P.e:rson..'lel .from Consolidated Services Inc., 
Chi:!mioal Applications~ ! 11c., various fleet support commands1 and 
ship's force cont:\ime ~he scheduled work of ~apairs, alterations u 

and maintenance. 



USS RICfW.RD E. KP.AUS (DD-849) 

NA.~R.~TIVE OF OPERATIONS l J'~ .. NUARY 1973 '-~,;, 31 DECEMBER 1.973. 

At 'i::.he beginning of the new year 1973( the USS RICHARD E. KRAUS (DD-849) was 
stez.m:ing southward through the South China Sea to Singapore, detached from her 
Viet Nain Central Highla.'"lds gunfire support duties and enroute to a period of 
necess:ar,t maintenance. 'J.'he crew was rec-overing from nineteen con'l:inuous days 
of. "port-and-starboard" Conditio. !I watch rout:i.ne and one or two 11 11 hands" 
rep!eni£hr&an·t evolu-t:!.ons each day. Her five-inch guns had fired 4400 roui1ds of 
high e2wJ.0sive, white phosphoi:.--us. and night illumination she,.ls at targets up 
to eigi1t miles inland in support of unH:s of the Army of ~1e R2public of Viet 
Nam. '.i.'he crew "i::.ook pride in the Viet.namese Ga!la.."ltry Crosses r.ecently presented 
by Brigad:i.e~ C~neral !:!HU?, Co:mm.mder; Sec'Ond .~. R. V .N •. Di vision r to certain crew 
IOC<lnbeza fo:: t.."'1e ship I s E'ole in inflict:i.11g heavy losaes to enemy .Nort...11 Viet. Nam 
Army 'I·roops on the night.s of 16 °"'"-d 17 December 1972. Perhaps c. greater tribute 
to the ship's teamwo:-:k and p:cepa:t"at:ion had been the numerous specific requests 
from air ar.d gi..ou,.,.d spott:ars to work w_t Lll RI(~ARD E. KRAUS in their "call for 
fire" missions. The crew also recalled a notable first in the 26 DECEHBER night 
landing of a HU-· 1.E ll.r!fr.J' hel:i.copi:er on the ship rs flight d-eck -c.., receive a medical 
evacuee with acu-te e.ppencl.ic:!.tis. When the he1icopter w5nch and litter basket 
;,,ould not operc'.t<a pz:-opeirly, the futei:,mned pilot sat the b.elo' a full weight down 
on tho ship's flight deck, despi t<a the theory .that clearance and ·weight restrictions 
would u, t a.,.low it. Boiler. Technicia _ '.rhird Class was then dis-
patc:.1-.ted ~o Da.nang ~.i.:.: Base where he x·eceived full medical services within hou:rcs. 

It was in t.hiµ environment -chat t.he RICHARD E. KRAUS and her crew began the ne'!I.' 
year.~ T"ne ship WG'..S far :Lom her Charleston, South carolina, homepozi:. Normally 
av.nit of the U.S. Atlantic Fleetn she Nason temporary duty with the Seventh 
Fleet, ~elping to fill an urgent need for gu.~ships in the heaV'J North Viet Nam 
offens.i.·rs in South East A.siit. Because of her 27 years of aJe and her short 
notic:a of s2.:U.ing f:m: d!s·cant waters, she was much in need o· repairs. Thei:e 
had been 25 days to get :.:-eady .:,.nd a.ltho1:igh the :!.ngenuity and hard work of the 
engir..eers had put the P.ICHAR.O E. l~!mUS through all her co:mmibne.."lta thus far 
with fJ.yi .g colors, by 1 ,January 1973, a fuel oil service ptu.""Qfl, main feed booster 
pump, the Underuater Speed Log, a.Tl au.'tillia:ri.1 circulating pump cont:..olle:r, feed 
water salinity indicators, one A...1-g/URl'-23 Radio Tzans:::nitt.er Set, the air search 
t"adc1.r.: scwe electronic coun·i:e!.-mea:-:m:es equipment, and a radax x·epeate:r were all 
out of commission. 21.lso sez.:i.ous ,-!2.B t:.hs inability to c!.·oss-connect the main 
steam s !-:'P1Y due to ruptured flc!..!,ges in t.h.e high-pressuxe steam pipin.g. 

Arrivir!g in Singapore on ~! Ja.,1.1,,u::::-y· _. the ship wc.s able to secux:e hej.· engineering 
plant a.ndr Nit.h the help oz the S:£;1"1 i\: ·:,.ng Shipyard, the Navy L:iason Personnel, 
~11d 1112 mw;· Si:1._:;,;;ly sy·stem, m.;m.··· ~f t!.w cas1.:-lties He:re coz:re-:,t":d hy hardworking 
sh~P s · , .,;,·, engince~~G. •ri~. :,<,o, ;.,s four.d to e:lJOY the ""1<::Js;b•e company of 
Aus ;;;1 ·, 1.:: ~, J~·q 2:-<":!c!la':.d, c::.nd Unl ;__,:tl !:.h!•.1uom :1z-....-;...l pezsonnel. 'l::h.0 ship's hosts 

~{t:;i.J.~j .;_n Si.ngapo~:e; P.em: Admi:,:e...L J e S. KEfill; 
e •., -~- Seven';h l?:'.ec·:: r cann ,,ili, sl.t.d for a "-"'Y, 

a.12::; b;::ie:-:ed ··pr. _} ..:-:: :""' -;-o1 ::i.nd c::c:.·,J C!1 ~:1e nn:·; ·c:in . .l:i ~med rumors 
,-· · 'o,J ! :~ue'~-<:::::~--~r"; :':ligr- • "'"""1 , •.gJ:rc c1tte.cks 

, .:~ .. - .:r.!·~ .... ::: .. ~to·:. :! .. ~.ph .. '"' ,,.. 1. "- j •:>f ~!o~t-11 



r 
The ship's pxeparations cc~pletedr she sailed f.rom Singapore on 10 JanuaI'J 
enrout0. to a staging area near Eon Me Island, I-.Torth Viet Nam. There was time 
for a JlO ·:rile liet.om:- southward to cross that nautical milestone, the Equator. 
1':,:ess:tr;g commitments prevented a ceremonious Shellback Day, but the occasion 
· .. 1as :cott-<l for fut.ure reierence. 

Ardv.in.g on station, the ,.ship refueled and :cepor-c;ed for duty with USS COCHRANE 
(DDG-21) a."d USS TURNER JOY (DD-951) on 13 January. The first night of well­

p:Lan1~ed a.nd precisely executed firi ng runs did not meet the expectations of LJOst, 
a s our units received but. light counterbatteL--y activity. On the night of 
14 Ji . .nuary; however. r 126 rou..?1ds of recorded count.erbatte:ry fire from guns of 5" 
ari.cl la~cger ashore prompted the engineers to coax 336 RPM from their shafts for 
the requ5.r.ec~ 31. 5 knot poetfizing leg of the attack plan. Four gun salvoes from 
·the ship 1 s guns we1:e fixed at a !:ate of evEc.ry four seconds 'i:o place up to 80 
r01.1;1ds on soma of ·the designated targe'i::s . Ge..Tteral Quarters all n:l.ght was followed 
by ~·apl0nishzr.ont.s of projectiles, J;OWder cartridges, and Navy Standard Fuel Oil 
(5.uring .;3yligh'i.: hours. After two nights of intense act.ion, Linebacker runs were 
halt ed f.or RICHARD E. KRAUS as all bombing and shelling above Latitude 17 North 
uas cea~ed by t11e order of the Presidei'lt. On 16 January the ship steered south­
ward to he:c new assigmnent as gunfire supi:oi:t ship offshoze just below the well­
known D~militc1.rized zone, code name "Point Allison". There the 147th Brigade of 
the Republic of Viet Nam Marir.e Corps was mounting a coordinated offensive to 
dri,..-e hostile t roops no:cth~>rard. 

Some 20 U.S. shfps supported this offensive drive, delivering their shells on 
target as direc·ced by U.S. air and ground spotters. RICIDI.RD E. KRAUS assumed 
her role within l:}.ours after arrivaJ. when, durl,1g one of her first. mlssions , she 
fized 520 ro1.mds in e.:i.ght hours and t mm"ty minutes - a"l average of one round '·"" 
every 58 ~;econds for the period. This set the temp.:, for forthcoming days of 
main·taining high rates of fire day and night: resulting in credit fo't' destruc- ,, q. 

t ion of surface-i:O·-air misnile sites, active axtillery sites, troop positions, 
and storage areas. Bombing activity was heavy further inland , &.nd the explosion 
of the payload fxom ·a B-52 bontber c-:cnld l.ight 'i:.he sky with fire and sha.~e the 
ship even a·t ranges in excess of 20 miles. Replenishments ... -ere necessary daily 
for fl~el and ammu...~iti~n, and a system evolved whereby the ships returning from 
repl enishments °""""C?uld ass-..une the dudes and the station of the ship next in line 
fOL oil and b~11e:;.:s. Counterbattery activity was sporadic, but on occasions 
effecti•m: as wh~. USS PREBLE (DLG-15) assumed stat:i.on for the RICHARD E. KRAUS 
ru1d shortly thersafte~: x:eceived an air burst from ashore which heavily damaged 
her mas t and a.nten.,as, rende.rin~: he:::- radar inoperai:ive. On other occasions .. ,:···. 
splashes from t.'tiree ~o four rounds would walk toward the RICHARD E. KRAUS as she 
manuevered to 3.void :being hit.. An average of three to fo\.1.r hundred rounds per 
day were fired by the Ri:CHARD E. ICRF\US at Point A.LU son. The Gu,;ner 's Mates 
\.\."Orked :i..:ound the clock to maini::nin the 5"/38 Twin Mounts, a.'1.d as theiz reward it. 
is noted that oniy a very few ships coul<l match their zecord of never once having 
a firing mission delayed or miss~J for any reason throughout the deployment. On 
24 Jan':.!a!'Y1 ~~e RICF3\.RD z. RR.AUS \,3.:~ relieved of firing duties briefly to re-
ceive on boa:r.d Captain c. D. LILLY: USN, Col!Dnal1der Destroyer Squadron 35, who 
toured th'.1 :oliip and met with the s\,i1· 1

:; !!uman Relations Council :i.s f\J.rt of the 
f!eet~·wi,.lo 1Y~'llli,m ::::-el6:i:ions i.mp:cov<.~::,en t .r:·:ogra.m. Upon return t0 !:.i.:t:ing sta:tion 
the .sht1, ,.•1:(":>.9t:ly ,:ece:i.~1.'!d one :.:t..,urd if shore :Z.::lx~ as a welc.r::'l\l,J. In the midst 
o~ cht 1 :n'..~ •:; . .r.~.ng c1c~5.vity, ::;L ,-,1,., .u:d to realise th?.'c t ic,~ i,i r«1.~:K,ld of 
U.S . ·j_:·.i,,17:<•,.;;,l -'..:r01,1 Soct.heus'i:'. 11r~.:.-i. ·,~,·: :-.;o nea:c, yei.: on 28 J:u,~··-rr.y, ~~t 0800 
1oc-,J. Un.,. nl l g--i:.1.2;~i:9s lay sil,nt orr 1:ore, ccr,~~enc7.DIJ the ~,: ~l?·~vation of an 
ii:t.c::..· t"" J.,... .. i. l. su.p:::;::--vi.s~f~ ce~.r·,. ·r ··.: , , \. •· c 00:.1(.LJ:·:::.o'""r:") o·~ ';11h:· .. \:!.!. int;~ u<1e.:t ,1 2. .. tYCW:11 

of all li. '~.. T:~-, 3c,ne77~ of i~'f'=' .... ""!" 
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'I".ro days la:c.e:r, ·c..~e sb.:l.p was det ached from its " s t and-by " s t a tus a t "Point 
Allisor_"; an~. S{-!t a coursf~ for Subic Bay, Republi c o f the Philippines. 
En-cute. ·th~ d:3layed· "Shel.iback" ce3remonies were h e ld. 

Arri ,,ir:-t~ l Febx-uaz;.z, the two day stop in Subic Bay a llowed f ueling for the 
shi p '1?.d ,:~laxation for t..1-ie crew. -When i:.he shi p depar.ted Subi c Bay on 3 
Fe r•.1a1:y, it ~~ras ir: the mids t of preparations for i.:ts ne xt a.ss igru:nsnt, a 
joint ant.:.-·subro.arir.:£ ~ arfare exercise with de t royers o f the .Republic of 
c.11 · na av:1. The Ope!:a':ions Specialists, who a few days earli er were 
plo t-i:ing .:-.nd "sE~tin9 up" on coast al targets, refreshed t heir memories on 
ASH tactics, while tbe Anti-Submarine Divisi on, fresh f:l.--om gun crew a nd 
pk '::tng roo:ci, assignments, tested theiz- equipment thoroughly. After a 4 
Fcbruar.1 arz-.:1.::JaJ. i:.1 K..'1.ohsiung, Taiwa.."l, all hands learned that the joint 
ex i:cisc ·-1ot1ld be designated 'Ma.'1jong I". They also learned that Kaohsiung 
of.f._:r.el'l. •:!V.f?!.l{t.'1-ii::i.g a gunline-wea:r_: !J ilor. could want. For nine days the 
KRi:.U:3 r,r.0H ·~ joy~d them ·eive to the fullest$ and £ound the Nationalist 
Chincs•:i t:o b~ ant':lng the mos"i: suongly pro-America.n of ou."C alJ..ies. On 13 
F - -;,·.ulJ'.:;[ t:h8 ship s.:·t sail wH:h oth~r U.S. .and R. O. C. ships to the Taiwan 
StH,its and Bashi Channel :for what proved -··o be a thoroughly wo~cthwhile 
exercise. LT ; USN, RICHARD E. KRAUS Engineering Officer, 
obse;;:-v.cd u,1d pexticipa.ted in th~ ~me:t"cise aboard "i:he ncs ANYt:NG (DD-18), 
while, m.•(,TG? CHil.NG of -;;.1e R?.f.lu.bli.c of China Navy was aboard the RICHARD E. 
KJ-:.h·r;::, pm:i.:icipating in watcb~s and l\SW t:...1-cticso The e.:r.~~~c.i::10 an.its were 
US!; J?tiF~Olff (DDG-33), ueos O'CiU,:rX?:JH (DE-1051}, USS R. E. R.ml.lJS (DD-849 ), 
USS '.i'JUGC.ER {SS-564}, :F!CS i:.NYJ\;•JG DD-18), RCS SHING YAi-.JG (DD-9} , and RCS 
K"l.l:.!1 "AHG (DD-~8). Convoy protect:.on tactics, barrier pen0t;:at:.l.on exercises , 
and du.al ship attacks were p:;~:-.ctic~d by all un:i.ts for five days. The cul­
mi .. n · tio!'l of t..he op"rat:!.01"! was the li.ve firing of ASW exercise Wfi-':lpons. 
filCW\P..D E. KRAUS f:i.red one arri'.::i.--suhmc:,rine rocket (ASROC) and one tube­
lalmched :orpedo: both of. t•1hich li\"-?1'.'C: recov·er.ed and evalmtbc''.l. i,y 1:-.2corded 
da·t:a as "di~ect hits" on ~;..rie ::-:1.lhina~~i.ne 'l'R!GGER. 

After the completion of the e ..• er.ci:'3 . , al 1 uni ts retu.n1ed to port a..lld 
Rl:C'Hl'..P.D P. KHAUS en ·oyed ·rive i,;c, ... c ,1ays of her favorite We.stern Pacific 
l oerty po:rt, Kaohsiung. Two 8h:l.p • '-: parties we:i"e held at. the Kennedy 
ffa .. ~l i.:o allo"' all ship's pex:sonncl to att nd. A.l.mo;;;t; h'ithout e1cception, 
th•! 1:?~-:-ty ·was attende · by e:v,:-::;.--y cre·,·menber. RICI:IARD E. KRAUS men and their 
gues ... r.; tmjo:i{ed n bt,ffet feast n..it the music of a live dance hand. 

On 2~ Fcbruru:y, tho ship left .1:(aol..siung £or training e:cex-cd.ses in 1'onkin 
Gulf 2nd foi: 3 days conducted dJvisi.o:., ma.'luevez-:L'flg t actics, z-eplenishments, 
a?. -::ibse:rved an cd.r.cra"'t flight f:o:nnation and fizepower demo:nstr.~tio:1 staged 
by USS ORISY..i:-:i.NY {CVA-34 • Appj:mdmately forty s •rface co:mbatants observed 
the O U:SIU\.HY sj_1ow wh:i.le steaming ir.. £01.;nation in .the Tonk:l.n Gulf. The 
RICH.:\RI:l i::. KRAUS t.han de_part.;;d f.or Pong Kong to assume duties there as 
Sta.t.:Lon Ship. 

Arrj_1.;..ng on 26 F-sbrua;,:y, the ere;;-,' c.,1jcyed libe:i.--t:{ for five da.ys, touring the 
1.miqm, lsJ.c1.nd and enjoying· its n:".ghte:J.ubs and boe-~hes. T.h,..., 3 .t>iarc.'1 departure 
f:,:or• ~:on9 1:c:1CJ :·":.s '··he begir:: L.1g of dw long ·;:::i.p l1cm3 ·:;.o th~ r.U.i.mtic Flee~. 
T11~ · ,,_ · -o ·fi.c; ~r.<L<:;:··~ .Gd 'f:2: ::1 c":·1--~· ~'t t - , ~:ir.i:t:-:tcl~., O-~~ ~tJ:1:'.:J1 ~.l:~r\r1 a~:; echedt.?lc as 
, . ~ ":"' ·: t .. n.c _:-:~r.::e::·:.:.:~, ef ~-~~-i; · ·.-. c_ase f.AO:: ... :: .. ·1 C/:.t.l E: .. ~'T'..:. 8i~ fu"1.d pres';.;ing 

· .:_l1. :b. ~ At1~1-C}.c .-:"'~ .~·~:. 
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From Hong I<s:mg the f :l..z.-st port was .Keelung~ 'I'aiwanr a brief stop for f uel on 
4 March. Conti::ming to Yokosuka~ J a:i;,c.u1, the s h i p spent three days in a dmir,i­
st.:ati·ve pr,:,c2dures :::o,:- chedmut from the co.."\'.lbf},t zone. Special equipment, 
i.A"?cl'.lru.r.~ a c~1a.f£ c ounte:.neasures syste.n, was reirnv.ed .and turned in. C--etti ng 
~1de:.wa:i o:-. J.O g~2"ch a!:d creasing t.h e I nt ernational -Da.t.e Line on 14 March 
game the cz-m·.' rc::a:. feelings of nheading bome 19 .aft:e1.· :th:ree a.11d one half months 
of o:>mt-,d: ill1d deployed c2_Joratlons. A b rief s "i:op at l·li dway I sland for fuel 
and it •:1z..s on 'to Pearl Harbor , Hawaii. I n Pearl Uarbor again, 'i::he two days 
o :E libcz·t.:' gave all t.0.e oppoztunity to t:ee Diamond Head a.11d the frur...ou-s 
beac.1cs and hotels. 

~ aving on 20 rm;:-ch :i.n compc:ny ~,ii.:h t.he LISS BL..T\ .. FJY {DD-9-13), USS PAUL (DE-1080), 
and USS BORDELO:I (Dlr881}, the ship took station in the small foL,nation 
headed for i:hc Pana..~ Cc.nal. The USS l'-iSHTABUL.i1 (l'.J-51) exi;cnded the short 
legs oZ ti~o destroye.::s, making :.·~;1.d-'.::vou::..: o~f -.:he coas!: cf l'leste;,..""P- Mexico a.:.d 
fo.e1.:1.11c; ·::',".%.i, the~eby saving aL adc1itio.i"la1 po::t s·,:op . '!·no night. of l April 
~so.a spe:r.t: in port at Rodman, Cm1al. Zon8.- 2nd c.'.: first J.ight, the RICHARD E. 
Kru\US com:xenced u scenic and reln:{:L1g ·i.:r.:,ns:i. t 0::: the Panama Ca""lal. Upon com­
ple tion of moving through the l ocl~s, :::1«: uac ir~ he.: hor.;e ,·.raters a.gai.n and t·ras 
once moze unde~ ope;:"ytional con·tr.ol oi": U.S. i'.·::;.rntic Fleet. She and hez 
aistar ship BORD.'::I.0~,1 a.xrived '-lr-rn!;) j,:n r.:,:,r:1..es'::o.-., Sc,:.th Curolina, on 5 April 
having been riliscnt fiva mon·t;:-is. 

3. 30·-&>.y post-deplo~:t s·::.:-u1d· J.v.,m corr.::i.enced imrr.2dia-te!y c.1!d c,,e::y r.~an i .. n 
the crew was afforded an oppo:;:-ct\.'1i ty for tuo weeks leave. .This pc::iod passeo. 
all t.oo quickly, .md, begi.nni11g 5 aay, RICHARD E. KRAUS wa!'J subject€.:d to a 
bxi~k xcutine of inport. m2.i nt;o:·!c.mce, training, a.,d L,specti.ons . On 8 June 
captain J. H. BELL, Comma.."2de:'.." Destr.oyel'.' Squadron sue and his staff were em­
barked. They remained aboa1:d wM.le the ship underwent a thorough testing 
by \:he Board of Inspection and Sm:vey . -The INSURV Board was the first con­
wnsci on the KRAUS in seve.n yewrs. ~'hey .found many discrepancies of material 
condition which belied the ship 1 s 27 yea~s-and its recent exhausting oper a­
tions, but ultimately found the ship fit fo~ further service . Their in·· 
spec·i.:ion lasted from 13 through 15 Juno. On 25 Ju..'le Commodore EELL and his 
staff departed. 

On 25 July, after t...lu"ee mont hs in.pert .rout.ine ~ R!aIARD E. KRAUS left f o r 
i'lorfolk t o outfit for new du-c.1.es in the realm of visual a.11d electronic 
sm:-ve.illance. With the ceco~E..:i.ss.:i.oning of the last o f the Key West home­
port.ed ?.ctive Br:idar Pickei.:. Escc::·i: Ships , a i1.ew concep t of surveillance 
ope::.:!.t.ic::,s was being ini'i:iD.-:.:cd. ~=t consisted cf a iOObile van filled with 
sopi sti.cate::d electron .:i.c equipnv:mt and operator positj.ons . Called the ores 
Vun (:for Op~:-:at.ional :;.:nt.ellige1·,ce Collection S~r:-;;tem Vc:.'1:.), this "box" of 
'.2GX8XC f::::ot d5.mena5.cns is .secured on t.he ships .:::o,:m::::- dcsh deck iu,d c,:mnected 
.:o Ehipz 1:0-.,e:c a..~d co:ru.rn.w·,:~cations systems. rt. is s·ce.ffod by a Signals In­
'(:,:;ill:5.g:):-:.r.:~ D:i.rect. St:pport i:ilem~nt compr..>sed of one of:f:.-l.cer, one chief petty 
officer: a.-id 16 o<.:..lJ.e:.:- cml:~stec.':. personnel. :J:·h:::,;,,,;; o·cher .sh:l.9s tmre designated 
to ;_1c,:·v~·: -c.he c~.p:,b5,l~.ty ::o :~-ec3iV:: &,d "t"!..SC ;._:l~s ·v·~.n. .. Tl:ey -..;e;:e the USS BORDELON 
(DD·~BOJ.), USS 3ARS2Ii~L!J Wl:H3:::.7) 1 t.:1( TJSb S'fZ~WI'.!:rn:; {DD-·367} . I ntentions 
were t o have two of -~':e fo"!..~:~· ::;hi.;?Ei 2.·..rc>.ila:.Je ,~:~: ;:m. r dr-::! t:, ,:ecei ve and use 
·~h.a "i'.7~n1 a::· 01 .... ~ri/c:·.a·,~~. · ~ ~c ~ .. > ... -:~··.: .. - c1 :· c··;-d;ec.1. f'- .• r" -; 
..: ~J '.:: t.:,_(;: CO:'. C ~:;?'i.:. 
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fox t:\,c. c.k.ys r the s:1ip we.s no";c·1 ;.:;:;ady to · l~De her nev sys 1;em. Har f irst assi.gn­
men-2: c-:..:.::,;r:nc:::i d i.rJllediate1-y ir. tl.0 ca:.:ibbeanr £oi· whi.ch a rea she departed on 
7 A'l.:gus~ ·:..o c ozidt".~·:: su....-vc:·.11ar:ce of Scviet .and C.'\lba.n 1:1ar slli 1~s. 

i-:aE::n,:'x,g ~~' t'SS T:t{OMT:.S J . GARY tDEI:-~-l26L she con<l;.,cted slli.........-ai l lance of 
chips ,;:.icL a t : ;•c:-.:c::..ous ti.mes i;1.c.it:i!0.d a .So•Ji e t Krest.a -II c lass gl1.ided missile 
crois~x 1:e:::..G:,i- .2£3~, a So,r.:.l.et Kr.nfri cl.a::.is a.:as ·i:.:.:oyer (DDG-.559}. ~- So•Jiet Echo 
! ! cl:-.-1:~. r-·1:,un ::2.;.1c. ~ Soviet a .. ~:: .. L!.ia::y fleet o i .lcz. (KURSK) , sever a l Ct.man 
pa trol .;::z-.:.fi·. at'!.'.i u Sovi~i:. fleJt t:t1.:J. 'l'he p x·esence. o f the Soviet forces in 
the ~1:.' h . .,.2.n. 1:m·:.:..,;;:;:s 'irf-'n appa:::e:11.tly .fo-z a trai ni ng mission wi.th goodwill 
vis.it$ -~o l;,-::· C.ic~:,! f.:-im;.ds, a!?.r1. an opportunity to "show the i r flag" in 
watei:s dist.,' ... ::. .:::o::a t:.a;i.r ·homs. Or: 10 l\.ugust, when. Riai..l;_'IID E . K.R.?"+.US relieved 
'lHOMAS J. (;AK!, sh,s cor:e;a.onced a r.onti1.!l-! she would continue i ntermittently 
for 21. days . Th !:: duties c~!!si::,~.:1 o:f .~ shadm.ri ng" the KRESTA H crn:i.s~x:-
at a :t·ange ..:·;;; f :c".Jm 3 to 5 thonsc".ud yards.- l i s t ening and ':ta tch:L-r1g . 'l'he ship I s 
f oxcc 0pG!:2t:'..Gns Sped.ali:::Jts -;,.?;?~-a r,:;qu:l.red to ::eco :r.d much data and submit 
many :::-.apc1:;;s on ·:he activi.ties of ·the ·'.:m:-.eign c:1:.ui.ser a.-:.d her associates. 
Tile Signa1.s inte:.li..gence dst~chnmnt ha..:l similar duties, although they :repo&"t ed 
t o diffa l:'ent seniors than d:l.d ship ' s force ope~at ions spc::c iali~rcs. The sur­
vei l 1a.'lce ch.·,tics ·took BICHAlID E. J.t!'J\US throughout the Gltlf of Nimico, waters 
no1:th e,nd south 0£ Cuba, and eastern Ccr:!.bhaan waters. On o;:::casions she would 
patrol ,3t 4 }mote the waters adjacent co ·t."lc har bors of Havana and Cienf uegos 
waiting for the Sovi e t s w leave port, while a t o~he r t ..i.mes she would steam 
at 25 lmot!J to conf orm t.o the movements of 'Che cruis er . On 15 Augustr P-3 
patxo1 aircraft. f rom Patrol Squadron 24 relieved ill CHARD E. KRl\US for one d ay 
to a llow the shi p to t ake on feel at Naval Station, Key West, Flvrida. On 
20 Alt9'.lSt 'c.he USS Ct1N!STEO {A0-99) :!"efueled RICHARD E. KRAUS a.."ld r elie ved 
ha ~ o:.. sta·i.:ion f o x ~ive days 1 ,·1hile RICHARD E.. KP..P.US went ir..to por t a t Naval 
Base , Guantai>...imO Bay, Cuba for r~pairs to her boilers u.nd evapo~ators. Wi th 
these exceptions, RICHARD E. KRAUS cont:tnued sm:-vei:nance duties u.."l.t i l 31 
August, when t'he so•J"iet. un.:l.t.s ~·;e:ce woll into the At.li!.nt.ic Ocean on t.heir 
a-etuz-,1 ·:::ra'"ls:i.t home. 'l'n:!.s s:u:;:va:-.llanc9 duty had been l:emarkable for t..he 
numbe·,: of m2ssv.ges ai.,d repo::·cs t,hich :Vt required. The s hip received appre­
ciati ve messages fzon1 he~ operational corr.m.lnder Commander ~st~oye~ Squadron 
FOURTEEN, for accu::a.t.'3 and ~iri:eJ.y :::-eports. ll.ft~x staying from 31 At1gust 
t h ro1.,gh 6 Septew.bo:c in Guant..m,l!\'.O Bay effoc ting repai:'!:'s and romaining on 
st.and-by foz- :Euz~he:r ct.:.rveillc1..nce duti.ea, RICH.ARD E. KR~US departed for 
homepo1:t, arri ving there on 9 Sep-;:ember. T"m:? m:cs van was t;::ansferred to 
BOPJEJJJN and the S:i.gnoJ.s Intelligence Direct Support: Elerc.a.'l'lt was detached 
upon arrival. 

RICF..ARD E. KR<\US's ne:~c assi grunent. was a ml.\C'..:.'1 needed restricted availa.bili ty 
f or alte:cat.ions and repairs. Scheduled t~o l ast foz f i ve mont..h.s: tb.e work 
was to be accompl:tshed by personnel from shlp; s force, c:Lvili.an con·tractors 
(Conso lidated Servj,ces , !i1c. a >1d Chemical Applice.t ions, :i:n c .), Charleston 
USN l:"l~et Material lt<::sistance Gzou.p , USS Y£LLCWS'I0NE (AD-27), and Naval 
Or&mce Syst ems Suppor t Off:i.c~, Atlantic:. 'J:he 1:10A:'k incl uded .,;:onversion of 
the ship's fl.!.~1 synte1 from Navy S-c.andar.d E'uel Oil {NSFO) to Naval Dist:i.llate 
{ND) Fuel; :i.ns-ccllat5.on of a JERED Co:r.p-):'..s.;J;icn sr::wcge ctisposa! system; z:e­

pa:i.:.:~· ,:,f ?/1 a.nu #ti Boile::-s 1 :c~:pturer.1 tl".br'.S 1 !:epa:i.r of a.:i.r casings ·to v.11 
:Cotl.Z' 1:)C~.le~s; c~.;-~ ::l'..~nLJ .. s of f:.:A sllip 1 s z ... 1~-:_ .. ,-;.cc genorntor a;d fo:;:t·:~3-:-d 1~ain 

.• ..... _.\
0 ,ro.= : .. :,:.:_ •3' ... t; :~.: ... st.•:\.I]""::i.t.:'.on o( ~;u~A 2ire con.-

Q...,_i.~.' •. '2: ![ ·: • +,r~:: ~---= 
S..:.·!·i:.\.J~l L'"~~::~.0--;,~-- ;r .: . . '-·'' ·~~. 

.. ·· . . .._ r,;s_~ :·.: ... ·~==:: ·: {:. .3::_')r~: ; ::.spli:1.c mt'"'r(.: o .. 4 ':t"o~~ 

.... : .e,;:;i.. .. c .... :.c~; ~OP.:1t·;~.:me.~tn1:-:cs 
"""•"13."1;..: .... d:1~{ at TJ ,.;a.'. Ei~n_pcns 

• " .. ~c;"1L~, ... · 1 :.::?:. ar.;1. t!.on 



( { 

Af·~:r t:1ei ncintena:."lc~ and alterat.:l.on prcgraJ.n was in full swing,, all bands 
made p::ep..:.ra<::.:ton,~ for some i:ime - honozed ceremonies.. The ... first was the 
::eccg--1;:.tion of ,.~.t:.i:.,::?~:m .. i.s c;:eH me;.:.lbez-s fo:: "i::heLr. roles in t.rie pre•,1ious South 
Bas·:: z:,..c-i2. cleploy.nent. On 17 Oc'i::ober an "all .hands II personnel inspection 
t::1.s hD~d, a.nd tha Captain pz-esc11ted Na-.ry Commendation Medals; Navy itchievement 
l-!.edals a.:.d Sev~11th i'•'leG'i; iette;:s of Co!l;me:ndation to crewmembers whose per­
fo:-cmei21ces had be'='n rr:os·i: outs'i;&"'lo.ing. 

On J.S Oc·~obe:-: 1 the Change of Comrr.anci Ce£--emony wac held aboard the ship with 
COnir.2..i.dc~ Pete:;: C. PBTERSOP; JR,, USN, relieving Commander Charles E. 
I.JU:'",';\1'ID: USN, as Co::mna;ding Officer of th2 USS RIO!ARD E. KRAUS (DD-849) . 
Tne offici.-:=tl pa::ty :i.l1clud ... d captain M. A. SMITH: USN, Connnande~· Destroyer 
Squ.:16ron Fous., who d'cl1.i ·w3:r.ed the opening rema.Tks, a t:dbute to Commander 
PE::i:Zr.li.ND c:;r.d a ch.::;.lle.:1ge to Co:iro'landez- PETERSON. Th,;! ce2:emony took place at 
ti.er Q 2t the Chazleston Naval station. 

~he co,,.pl~z and e:,:~snsiva altel."a·;.;.ions and xepa:i..rs continued. and wider the 
cxp~rt engince;::l.1~g 1mo,.-,:Z..edg~ e.nd managexnent: of Commander PETERSON showed 
steady p:rogres:s. As "i::he year of 1973 clcsed the \..-OXk. was well on its way 
oo complerdon and RICHARD E. KRAUS t·1as plan.1ing toward future operating 
zchadnies wh:i.ch :.ncluded C.:-x:i.bb13a..'I'! typo t::aining (Operation Springboard 
1-74) a."!d 1JAT'1 Plec-t E2~ez:cises (E~.cercise Safe Pa:-3sj. 

:.:n <.±i.e year J..973, RT.CE.t"\RD E. l(lli1.US had, despit.e he:;: growing s;.g:ns of aget 
prov;;d once again t.he ·,.;al.ue o:f her class ship. '.l'he des'i.:xoyel-m~n uho were 
h~r cz-ew hc:d made he;:- per.fo1.,,1 effectively thr.oughout every ai3signman:: she 
hc~d r.~ceived - Nava! Gs.1..11f.L:-e Sup::_?Oz-i:, An·-:.5.-Subma;:ine Waz-fc1.:.:-e, a.i1d Electxonic 
<l?'~d V5.sua1 Stu.-.rciJ.1~,cc. 
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